Oconto Electric Cooperative

OEC Unveils Redesigned Website
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Preview on a tablet.

e have redesigned our website with a cleaner and

more inviting design. The website is better orga-
nized and easier to navigate. It now includes a search
bar. All the content from the previous website and new
content have been added to better serve our members.

With more people engaging in their mobile devices

and tablets we focused on the site being able to work on
those devices, making our website convenient for our mem-
bers. The content you see on your computer is the same on
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the mobile site, but now in a more readable format.

Our home page features links to current informa-
tion, including press releases and our monthly Wisconsin
Energy Cooperative News stories.

Our site still offers you the option to pay online,
view your usage, report an outage, and contact our office
through SmartHub.

If you haven’t been to our website recently,
(813800) check us out at www.ocontoelectric.com. B
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Training is Designed to
Keep Employees Safe

Practice makes perfect! For our lineman there can be no slip-ups or
negligence. When working with electricity, mistakes can be anything
from a flash burn to electrocution, and possible death.

OEC holds 10 safety trainings each year through Dairyland Power
Cooperative. A representative from Dairyland comes to OEC and meets
with all the employees. During the first session a topic is covered that ap-
plies to all employees. Topics can be anything from proper back care and
lifting, fire extinguisher training, blood borne pathogens, to dehydration
and hypothermia. All employees are recertified every two years in first
aid/CPR.

After the all employee session, training is focused on the linemen.
They are reminded on how to work safely, smart, and efficiently. Their
training can consist of arc flash assessment, what OSHA expects for
clothing, insect bites, poison ivy care, pole top safety, pole top rescue,
and bucket rescue. They will review any close calls or near misses that
have happened throughout other co-ops, bringing awareness to our line-
men that their work can be dangerous. Every month truck/equipment
inspections are performed. First-aid kits are inspected twice a year.

OEC belongs to the Rural Electric Safety Achievement Program
(RESAP). It is a service of the National Rural Electric Cooperative As-
sociation and strives to promote the highest standards of safety among
electric cooperatives. RESAP not only engages in working safely but
it also keeps them up to date on new safety policies. Being a RESAP
member also saves the co-op on insurance premiums, saving thousands
of dollars per year. OEC is one of nine Wisconsin co-ops participating in
the RESAP program. m

OEC lineman Ben Wilcox practices rescuing himself from the truck bucket.

www.ocontoelectric.com

OEC line crews practice pole top rescue as
part of their June safety training. Above is
apprentice lineman Tyler Schroeder. Below is
lineman Scott Bancrofft.
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Oconto Electric Coogerntive
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 = 2015
OCONTO AIRPORT (KOCQ)

9AM - 5PM | ADMISSION &E
FREE PARKING | KIDS 12 & UNDER FREE!

AIRPLANE & HELICOPTER RIDES | “VINTAGE" AND EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT
CAR & TRACTOR SHOW | VENDORS | CLUBS | FOOD AMD BEVERAGES
MUSEUMS | R/C PLANE SHOW | AND MUCH MORE

CALL 920.246.5620 [
Shusles previded by Kobuisan B oo Whispering Pines Tres Fors

"' 7TH ANNUAL

EAA WARBIRDS FLY-IN

CAR/TRACTOR SHOW
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COLLEGE CAMPUS AND DORM () r—-—(: ' hol 0 '41'
ELECTRICAL SAFETY

According to the National Fire Protecion Association, lirelighters respond 1o an average of
3810 hres at college resadence halls and Greek housing each year. Help prevent electneal fires
with these tips rom ESFI:

* Do notl overload extension cords, power strips or outlets.

* Do not conneet multiple extension cords together,

*  Extension cords should never be vsed oo a permanent Deisis,

* Do not place conds under doors or carpets, and do not pinch them with fomitne,
= Llse light bulbs with corvect wattage for liups.

*  Never remove the ground pin (the thvd prongl o make a three-prong plug fica ivo-prong
ounllel

*  Check that all electrical items, mehiding extension cords, are certified by a nanonally
recognied independent testing Eiboratory, such as Underwrters Laboratornes (UL, Interiek
(ECTLY, or Canadian Standards Association (CSA).

= [roms, hairdryers, curling irons snd stranghteners should never be left imattended. and shoald
bz vl when not i se,

Beware of the follovwang warming signs that could indicate sm electrcal haeand:

John Havemier
* Do ame'or Mickerg lglhis Recently Recognized fOI‘
¢ Aves amd sparks—{lashes of light or showers of sparks amywlicre in your elecineal system 25 YeaI'S Of SeWice

»  Sirdes and busses—mnsual sonnds from vour elecircal system

*  Power outages—cirouit breakers that fregquently inp oo fuses that often need replvccme

ohn Havemier was just a teenager

when he started working at OEC
in 1989 as a groundsman. In August
of 1993, John enrolled in the five-
IF you ohserve any of these signs, notily your resident director. year lineman apprenticeship program,
and has been a journey level lineman
since 1998.

When John isn’t at work he

enjoys hunting, fishing, and camping
with his wife and two daughters. B

o (verheatne—overheated wires can give ofl an odor of ot msulation; switch plates or
receplacle covers that are hot 1o the touch or diseolored froms beat buikdup

= Electneal shocks—any shock, even a nmlbd tmele, may be-warning of an electrical dinger

OCOMNTO ELECTRIC

O
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Katie Jagiello - Editor
Byron C. Nolde - CEO

;
For more electncal salety nps, visit www.eslLorg. ESFi.,

Hidden Account Numbers

Oconto Electric Cooperative hides two account numbers in the local 7479 REA Road
pages of the Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News each month. If you PO Box 168

spot your account number, call our office before you receive the next issue, Oconto Falls WI 54154
and OEC will give you a $15 credit on your electric bill or a $25 credit if (800) 472-8410

you have a load management receiver. The July account numbers belonged (920) 846-2816

to Ann Dudzik, Krakow, and Elmer Whiting, Oconto. www.ocontoelectric.com
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