
4 • Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News

We have redesigned our website with a cleaner and 
more inviting design. The website is better orga-

nized and easier to navigate. It now includes a search 
bar. All the content from the previous website and new 
content have been added to better serve our members.

With more people engaging in their mobile devices 
and tablets we focused on the site being able to work on 
those devices, making our website convenient for our mem-
bers. The content you see on your computer is the same on 

the mobile site, but now in a more readable format.
Our home page features links to current informa-

tion, including press releases and our monthly Wisconsin 
Energy Cooperative News stories. 

Our site still offers you the option to pay online, 
view your usage, report an outage, and contact our office 
through SmartHub.

If you haven’t been to our website recently, 
(813800) check us out at www.ocontoelectric.com.

OEC Unveils Redesigned Website

Preview on mobile device.Preview on a tablet.
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Practice makes perfect! For our lineman there can be no slip-ups or 
negligence. When working with electricity, mistakes can be anything 

from a flash burn to electrocution, and possible death.
OEC holds 10 safety trainings each year through Dairyland Power 

Cooperative. A representative from Dairyland comes to OEC and meets 
with all the employees. During the first session a topic is covered that ap-
plies to all employees. Topics can be anything from proper back care and 
lifting, fire extinguisher training, blood borne pathogens, to dehydration 
and hypothermia. All employees are recertified every two years in first 
aid/CPR.

After the all employee session, training is focused on the linemen. 
They are reminded on how to work safely, smart, and efficiently. Their 
training can consist of arc flash assessment, what OSHA expects for 
clothing, insect bites, poison ivy care, pole top safety, pole top rescue, 
and bucket rescue. They will review any close calls or near misses that 
have happened throughout other co-ops, bringing awareness to our line-
men that their work can be dangerous. Every month truck/equipment 
inspections are performed. First-aid kits are inspected twice a year.

OEC belongs to the Rural Electric Safety Achievement Program 
(RESAP). It is a service of the National Rural Electric Cooperative As-
sociation and strives to promote the highest standards of safety among 
electric cooperatives. RESAP not only engages in working safely but 
it also keeps them up to date on new safety policies. Being a RESAP 
member also saves the co-op on insurance premiums, saving thousands 
of dollars per year. OEC is one of nine Wisconsin co-ops participating in 
the RESAP program.

Training is Designed to 
Keep Employees Safe

OEC line crews practice pole top rescue as 
part of their June safety training. Above is 
apprentice lineman Tyler Schroeder. Below is 
lineman Scott Bancroft.

OEC lineman Ben Wilcox practices rescuing himself from the truck bucket.
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Hidden Account Numbers
Oconto Electric Cooperative hides two account numbers in the local 

pages of the Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News each month. If you 
spot your account number, call our office before you receive the next issue, 
and OEC will give you a $15 credit on your electric bill or a $25 credit if 
you have a load management receiver. The July account numbers belonged 
to Ann Dudzik, Krakow, and Elmer Whiting, Oconto.

OEC Insight

John Havemier
Recently Recognized for 

25 Years of Service

John Havemier was just a teenager 
when he started working at OEC 

in 1989 as a groundsman. In August 
of 1993, John enrolled in the five-
year lineman apprenticeship program, 
and has been a journey level lineman 
since 1998.

When John isn’t at work he 
enjoys hunting, fishing, and camping 
with his wife and two daughters. 


